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B Y  K A R I N A  K O VA C

At the busy intersection of North-
ern Blvd and Port Washington Boule-
vard, a protest by the California-based 
non-profit group Bloodstained Men 
caused a commotion Sunday from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Motorists passing by honked, 
shouted and exchanged both sup-
port and opposition with the protest-
ers, who were wearing white outfits 
featuring a vibrant red spot over the 
crotch area. The purpose of the pro-
test was to raise awareness about cir-
cumcision and advocate for the pres-
ervation of the foreskin.

The Bloodstained Men group, 
formed in 2012, is currently tour-
ing New York and chose Manhasset’s 
bustling intersection for its visibility 
and impact. Their signs carried mes-
sages like “blood rituals are not medi-
cine” and “I want my foreskin back.” 
They’ve been traveling across America 
in Chicago, Boston and other major 
cities.

Manhasset motorists honked at 
the protestors with some in favor 
and others against the movement. 
One driver shouted “die” at the group 
while another produced an enthusias-
tic “yes.”

David Atkinson, the president 
and CEO of Bloodstained Men, was 
among the protesters who took to the 
streets with the intention of increas-
ing awareness among “intactivists.” 
These are individuals who believe in 
the right of a person to not be sub-
jected to involuntary, non-herapeutic 
modification of their genitals. Atkin-
son, who started participating in the 
group in 2014, said their aim is to 
prevent future generations from un-
dergoing non-consensual genital cut-
ting.

In an interview with the Manhas-
set Times, Atkinson said, “The fore-
skin is a normal, healthy, valuable 
part of the human penis, and the Eu-
ropean medical community has con-
demned American doctors for tam-
pering with the genitals of perfectly 

healthy baby boys. So, we’re here to 
encourage American parents to edu-
cate themselves about the functions 
of the foreskin so that they have the 
resources and the confidence to pro-
tect their children from anyone who 
would try to cut off part of their chil-
dren’s penises.”

Atkinson said the two main prob-
lems related to circumcision are igno-
rance about the value and function of 
the foreskin and denial of injury re-
sulting from circumcision. He claims 
that ignorance exists even within the 
medical profession itself, attributing 
it to the tradition of American doctors 
not having the foreskin.

Drawing an analogy to female 
genital mutilation, Atkinson argued 
that such practices are illegal in the 

United States and should be, as no 
one should tamper with the genitals 
of a healthy infant.

The Bloodstained Men group also 
referenced other intactivist organiza-
tions such as Attorneys for the Rights 
of the Child and Doctors Opposing 
Circumcision, all of which share the 
same advocacy for protecting chil-
dren from non-consensual circumci-
sion.

The genesis of the Bloodstained 
Men’s distinctive outfit and creation 
dates back to 2012 when intactivist 
leader Jonathon Conte protested at 
the American Academy of Pediatrics 
Convention in New Orleans. That 
year the AAP updated their state-
ments and asserted that the benefits 
of circumcision outweighed the risks.

“Specific benefits identified in-
cluded prevention of urinary tract 
infections, penile cancer, and trans-
mission of some sexually transmit-
ted infections, including HIV. The 
American College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists has endorsed this 
statement,” the AAP said in its 2012 
statement.

In response to the AAP’s state-
ment, Atkinson asserted, “They were 
immediately condemned by the Euro-
pean medical community in the pedi-
atrics journal and the AAP’s own jour-
nal a few months later.” He said that 
one committee member published 
an article in 2016 claiming the AAP’s 
statements were primarily based on 
cultural and religious factors rather 
than medical considerations.

In recent years, the debate sur-
rounding circumcision has gained 
traction in public discourse. In 2020, 
presidential candidate Andrew Yang 
expressed his opposition to the prac-
tice, and if he’d been elected, it would 
have been a part of public policy.

David Wilson, an intactivist for 
over 35 years, said he still feels in-
complete due to his circumcision 
nearly 70 years ago. He started pro-
testing in front of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1992, the same year he 
founded the Stop Infant Circumcision 
Society, and continued to protest with 
the Bloodstained Men group.

“I knew something was missing 
that I needed or wanted,” said Wil-
son, “and the best way I thought I 
could do it is to be vocal.”

Circumcision protested in Manhasset
Bloodstained Men, a California non-profit, don bloody pants while marching across busy intersection 
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The Bloodstained Men group protested at a busy Manhasset intersection on Sunday during their foreskin awareness tour around the state.

B Y  C A M E R Y N  O A K E S

Robert Dillon, a longtime educa-
tor and Nassau BOCES district super-
intendent, died Friday after medical 
complications from spinal surgery. He 
was 72.

Dillon is survived by his wife and 
childhood sweetheart Patricia Mau-
reen, son Christopher and his wife 
Jessica, daughters Deirdre and Cait-
lin, grandchildren Kylie and Brendan 
and his brothers and sister.

His family thanked NYU Langone 
Hospital and its staff for their care of 
Dillon.

Dillon was raised in Bayside, 

Queens, by his parents Marie and 
Martin, alongside his four brothers – 
Matthew, Terrance, Dennis and Kevin 
– and sister Maureen.

He was drafted to play baseball for 
the Detroit Tigers out of Loyola High 
School in New York City but rejected 
the offer to pursue a career in educa-
tion. He earned a doctorate in educa-
tion at St. John’s University in Queens.

He was an educator for 45 years 
and served in a diverse array of posi-
tions. This included as superintendent 
of four school districts – East Meadow, 
Sugar Loaf, Abbott Union and Eastport. 
He is remembered as the “driving force” 
that led to the merging of Eastport and 

South Manor school districts, according 
to an obituary from the family.

He was “dedicated to fostering 
the next generation of school leaders” 
and was a mentor to many seeking an 
administrative certification while he 
taught at St. John’s University, SUNY 
at New Paltz, St. John Fisher Univer-
sity and Dowling College, the family 
said.

Dillon served as superintendent of 
Nassau BOCES since 2015 in which he 
oversaw a collective of 56 local school 
districts in Nassau County. He left a 
“legacy that will impact the students 
of Nassau County for decades,” his 
family said.

“Whether navigating through 
the COVID-19 pandemic, pushing 
for increased mental health student 
support, or innovating numerous 
programs, he has revitalized, trans-
formed and enhanced educational op-
portunities for all students,” accord-
ing to his family.

He also served on the Long Island 
Power Authority, SCOPE Education 
Services and SUNY Old Westbury’s 
School of Education.

Dillon had a love for golfing, 
camping, fishing and the New York 
Giants. He is remembered as a family 
man who ensured everyone was hap-
py and taken care of, and as generous, 

kind and hardworking.
Visitation will be held from 3-8 

p.m. on Tuesday at Fairchild Sons Fu-
neral Home located at 1201 Franklin 
Ave. in Garden City.

Dillon’s funeral mass will be held 
at 10:45 a.m. on Wednesday at The 
Cathedral of St. Agnes located at 29 
Quealy Place in Rockville Centre. The 
interment will follow the funeral at 
Queen of Peace Cemetery on Jericho 
Turnpike in Old Westbury.

Dillon’s family has asked that 
individuals who wish to honor him 
consider donating to the Nassau BO-
CES Educational Foundation in lieu of 
sending flowers.
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